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What Every Parent Should Know About the 
Hawai‘i State End-of-Course Exams 

Which exams will my child take? 

If your child is enrolled in a Biology 1 course, your child is required to take the Biology 1 (NGSS) 
End-of-Course (EOC) Exam. If your child is enrolled in an Algebra 1 or Algebra 2 course, your child’s 
school may require students to take the optional EOC Exam for each course in which they are 
enrolled. Intermediate/middle schools that offer any of these courses, e.g., Algebra 1, may also 
administer EOC Exams to students enrolled in these courses. 

 

When will the exams be administered? 

Your child will take the EOC Exam(s) during the last several weeks of the course(s) in which your 
child is enrolled. 

 

How many times will my child be able to take an exam? 

Your child will be given one opportunity to take each EOC Exam for which he or she is eligible during 
the last several weeks of each course. 

 

How much time does each exam take? 

The Algebra 1, Algebra 2, and Biology 1 (NGSS) EOC Exams each take approximately 90 minutes to 
complete. Your child may be given additional time to complete each exam if it is needed. Your child 
may exit an exam and return on another day to complete it. The online testing system keeps track of 
the questions that your child has answered and will present the remaining questions when your child 
resumes an exam. 

 

What computer skills will my child need for the exams? 

The EOC Exams include questions that will require your child to select one answer from a set of 
possible answers, draw and move objects, and type a few words or sentences. Your child can use the 
mouse or keyboard or both to take an online exam, but your child is not required to be an expert 
computer user or typist. 

 
Students may also choose to use some online tools to help them during an exam. Students can: 

 
• zoom in on both text and graphics; 
• highlight important information; 
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• strike out incorrect answer choices; and 
• mark questions for review. 

 
We encourage students to practice answering the types of questions included in these EOC Exams. 
Training tests are available at alohahsap.org. 

 

When will families of the students get the results of the exams? 

If your child takes a Biology 1 (NGSS) EOC Exam, your family will receive a paper score report with 
your child’s final scores at the beginning of the next school year during the month of September. 

 

How can I help prepare my child for the exams? 

You can best help your child prepare for the exams by providing the consistent support that will help 
your child do well in school every day. Make sure your child gets adequate sleep, eats a nourishing 
breakfast, completes homework, and attends school every day. You can also help your child become 
familiar with the types of questions he or she might be asked to answer by reviewing this booklet 
with him or her and visiting alohahsap.org to practice answering additional sample questions. 

 

What accessibility supports are available for my child? 

The assessments offer accessibility options to help all students, including English language learners 
and those with disabilities, demonstrate what they know and are able to do on the state tests. 
Accessibilities supports such as separate setting, text-to-speech, and braille can help to provide 
student access to test questions and answer options. For more information on accessibility options, 
go to alohahsap.org and navigate to the Resources section. 
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Sample Questions for the 
Hawai‘i State End-of-Course Exams 

 
Students will have to answer several different types of questions for the online EOC Exams: 

 
• Multiple-choice questions, in which students will select an answer option from a set 

of possible choices 
• Constructed-response questions: 

• Natural language questions, in which students will type a short answer into an 
answer space 

• Interactive questions, in which students will use the mouse or keyboard to move 
items or draw responses within an answer space (also called a grid) 

• Equation editor questions, in which students will input any mathematical 
expression or equation 

• Simulation prompts, in which students will interact with data and provide 
answers in varied formats 

Students will also have to answer the following types of questions on the Biology 1 (NGSS) online 
EOC Exam: 

• Cluster items, which are designed to engage the student in a grade-appropriate, 
meaningful scientific activity aligned to a specific NGSS performance expectation. 
Each item cluster begins with a real-world phenomenon followed by relevant data, 
and includes two or more interactions that require students to demonstrate the 
ability to use the science and engineering practices, disciplinary core ideas, and 
cross-cutting concepts described by the performance expectation. 

• Standalone items, which engage students with a phenomenon followed by, most 
often, a single interaction framed around one task demand. 

The questions that follow illustrate the types of questions your child will answer on the Hawai‘i State 
EOC Exams. One or two questions are shown for each subject-area exam. When appropriate, each 
question also includes the correct answer and other scoring information. 

If you would like to see additional questions, please visit alohahsap.org. 
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Subject: Algebra 1 

Hawai’i Common Core Standard: Create equations and inequalities in one variable and use them to solve 
problems. Include equations arising from linear and quadratic functions, and simple rational and exponential functions. 

Type of Question: Constructed Response (Grid Tool) (1 point) 
 
 
The height of a triangle is 4 feet 
less than the length of its base, 
b. The area of the triangle is 
30 square feet. 

 
Use the Connect Line tool to 
draw this triangle. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To earn one point, the student must draw a triangle with a 10-foot base and a 6-foot height. 
 
 
 
 

The height of a triangle is 4 feet 
less than the length of its base, 
b. The area of the triangle is 
30 square feet. 

 
Use the Connect Line tool to 
draw this triangle. 
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An expression in exponential form is shown. 

Create the equivalent radical form of the expression. 

An expression in exponential form is shown. 

Create the equivalent radical form of the expression. 
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Subject: Algebra 2 

Hawai’i Common Core Standard: Explain how the definition of the meaning of rational exponents follows from 
extending the properties of integer exponents to those values, allowing for a notation for radicals in terms of rational 
exponents. For example, we define 5^(1/3) to be the cube root of 5 because we want [5^(1/3)]^3 = 5^[(1/3) x 3] to 
hold, so [5^(1/3)]^3 must equal 5. 

Type of Question: Constructed Response (Equation Editor Tool) (1 point) 
 
 

 
 

To earn one point, the student must enter the equivalent expression in radical form. 
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Subject: Biology 1 

Hawai‘i Next Generation Science Standard: Evaluate the claims, evidence, and reasoning that the complex biotic 
and abiotic interactions in ecosystems maintain relatively consistent numbers and types of organisms in stable conditions, 
but changing conditions may result in a modified ecosystem. (HS-LS2-6). 

Type of Question: Standalone (3 points) 
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Scoring: 
The student earns 3 points for selecting the following correct answers: 

• “density of shrubs” (1 point) 

• “livestock habitat size” (1 point) 

• total number of livestock” (1 point) 
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Subject: Biology 1 

Hawai‘i Next Generation Science Standard: Construct an explanation based on evidence for how natural 
selection leads to adaptation of populations. (HS-LS4-4) 

Type of Question: Cluster Item (10 points) 

 
Stimulus: 
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Interactions: 
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Scoring: 
In Part A, the student earns 4 points for the following selections: 

• The student selected “1997” in the first dropdown of the first row. 

• The student selected “Precipitation was consistently above average in Days 51–100” in the second column of the 
first row, or an answer consistent with the range of years selected in the first column. 

• The student selected “2000” in the first dropdown of the second row. 

• The student selected “Precipitation was consistently below average in Days 51–100” in the second dropdown of 
the second row, or an answer consistent with the range of years selected in the first column. 
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In Part B, the student earns 1 point for selecting “Mustard plants that flower in Days 51–100 are less likely to produce 
surviving offspring.” 

 
 

 
In Part C, the student earns 1 point for selecting a piece of evidence that supports their inference in Part B. If the student 
selects option C in Part B, they can earn credit for selecting “Table 1. Difference in Precipitation Compared to the Long- 
Term Seasonal Averages” from the stimulus section of text. 
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In part D, the student earns 2 points for selecting the following: 

• In the first dropdown, the student selects “plant flowering time.” 

• In the second dropdown, the student selects “distribution of genes in the population.” 
 
 

 
In part E, the student earns 1 point for selecting “Mustard plants that adapted to drier conditions were more likely to 
survive and reproduce in the drought.” 

 
 

 
In Part F, the student earns 1 point for selecting “Sufficient evidence is provided.” 
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